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Manage Replacement
Heifers for Profits
Part Whidhden, PAS

hix miost significant actor influencing profitability is
reproductive perlormance. Percent call crop = numbser of

calves weaned « number of cows in the breeding herd at
the start of breeding season, Another measure to consider
using is pounds of call weaned per cow in the breeding herd,
Here's an example of a 1080 cow herd with an 85% call erop and
an average weaning weighl of 550 Ibs. — (BS calves x 550
s jeall) + 100 cows in the breeding herd = 4674 pounds af
calf weaned per cow exposed, This |s useful to better calculate
the hreak-pwen price of calves sold. For example, i anmsal cow
coats are $325, then break-even is 70 per Ib. In osder to kwer
the bireak-ewen, U Bctors are lower cow cos1s, higher pencent
calf crop and heavier weaning weights. Cows calving early in
the calving season improve the profitability in two ways: their
calves are heavier at weaning and they tend to have betier
rebreeding rates. This clearly relates 1o heilers because good
heiler management produces a uniform group ol heiers that
tend to concelve early In the lirst breeding season, will cahe
early In their first cabving season and tend to remaln early
calwers the rest of thelr lves, weaning the heaviest calves,

4. Kaap helfars with heavy weaning welghts.

B Ksap about 15% more haifers than actually needed.
[, Salect heifers based on parental perfarmance.

[. Aveid heifers with strustural defects.

1, Weaning to Breading
A Determine desired target wolght (weight at pubsrty).

See Table 1.
B, Caloulate dally weight gain nesded to aehleve target walght.

with Lik® representative to design the
n.:: rwrmu-h e dally guln. e

have computar models to assiat this.

Table |, Estimated Weights for Helfers at Pubsrty®
Percent Heifers in Heat
50 Ta 80
Angus S50 &0 B50
Brahman 675 EFE] 750
Brangus L1 &50 0
Charohis ToO 750 75
Huredord &0 &50 Fod
Brahruan x British &75 5 750
Charchis x British 675 L5 e
Limoasin = British 50 700 s
Simmental u Brivsh a15 TS 750
*Sowrce: Tewas A & M Undversicy

1L Bresding
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mature sow herd
C. Use balls with & history of calving ease
. Remove bulls after sbout 70 dayn.
IV. After

A. Pregnancy check about 80 days after the bulls are

E. Mmmmmmmm

C. Keep helfars separate from the mature cow herd.

D. Work with your Suga Lik® representative to design a
foeding program that will allow heffers to achisve at lsast
85% of their expected mature welght by calving. Heifars
should have a Body Conditian Scare (BOS) of 5 or 6 at
calving or rebresding rates will be poar.

V. Calving
A Domliue to leep holfers separate from the mature oow

B. Work with your Sugs-Lik® representative to dusign
f':;ﬂiuim“mmunhmmmm”;



DEALERS

GMP’s: Good Maintenance Practices

Randy Sambo

nather summer Is here! As you list the projects that
need done, be sure you Incluede taking care of your
lbyudd supplement equipment. As you know, with any
equipment, good maintenance can increase s longevity as
well as help with product performance,

Feeders

Clean out your leeders [or storage until next fall. Lick wheel
feeders should have the lids taken off (if your type has remov-
ahile lids) and thoroughly washed out, The wheel assemblies
shaoaild be inspected for damage to be repaired or replaced,
Store leeders upaide down to prevent rainwater and olher
debris fram falling into them and contaminating that frst load
in the early Eall,

Storage Tanks

Storage tanks alse need to be cleaned. Whether your storage
tanks are metal or poly, yearly cleaning Is essential Sugs-LikE
mlasses-based supplements contain & lof of dry matter, over
T8% in some products, When a molasses-based product sits
for & period of time (e, ower the summer) withot agiiation,
the dry matter can setile and the small amount of modsture
can svaporate, which may make the produect dilficult to

VL. Second Breeding Season
A, 1 your first calf helfers hive poor BCS's and/or you Are

short of feed /pasture, constder aasly weaning their
calves iy 30 to 60 days of age. Try to background thess

eyl bring & high prioe per pound.
Lmﬂmmmnm game time a8 the mabare
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handle when you pump it for the first thme next feeding
season. The material removed from the storage tank can be
fe o your cattle rather than disposing of it Try to svobd
feeding metal/rust flakes, as it can cause “hardware disease.”
After cleaning your storage tank, inspect it for wear or
damage, then repalr while the tank |s empty, Check that your
valves are working properly. now is the time to replace them il
needed. This same process should also be applied to your
dellvery tanks as well,

Pumps and Motors

Pumps and modors can be expensive (o replace, and should
b maintained properly. I your pump has been leaking or run-
ning slow, have It rebuilt or replaced. Check with your pump
suppler for parts and help in rebullding it The best way to
atore your pumgp lor the clf seascon (s, [irst, run some water
through i Then to avaid rust, while not ranning, pour some
vegetable ofl into the inlet port and turn the shaft by hand to
get ample oll coating on the gears,

With just a little time invested this summer, you can save & kol
of aggravation nexi feeding season. You can ook orward Lo

wour next boad of Suga-Lik® Liguid Supplement in September

STATEMENT REGARDING BSE

L. 5, Sugar values and is committed (o properly serving
the cattle industry. Therelore, U, 5. Sugar's Molasses &
Liguid Feed Department does not purchase or blend
“restricted use ruminant derived protein products™ at its
Clesviston Liquid Feed Plant. This facility complies with
FIrA's CFR 589.2000 Final Rule. Prohibited mammalian
prodein is not used at all in this facility.
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